
Illustrator Tutorial #4: Creating and Altering Text

Text Path (R)

Text Path (R)Text Path (R)

Text Path (L)

Text Path (L)

Text

Text Area
Text Path (R)

Text Path (L)

Vertical Text Vertical Text Area
I 

a
m 

t h e  

k i
n
g 

o
f 

the 

F
o

rr
e

s
t

I
 a

m th e
 k

in
g
 of  th

e
 F

orr
est.

I 
a

m
 t

h
e

 k
ing of th

e
 F

o
rre

st.

I a
m

 the kin
g

 o
f 

t
h

e
 F

orrest.

I am the king of 
the Forrest. I am 
the king of the 
Forrest.I am the 
king of the 
Forrest.I am the 
king of the 
Forrest.I am the 
king of the 
Forrest.

I 
a
m 
t
h
e 
K
i
n
g 
o
f 
t
h
e 
F
o
r
r
e
s
t

I 
a
m 
t
h
e 
K
i
n
g 
o
f 
t
h
e 
F
o
r
r
e
s
t

I 
a

m
 

t

h

e
 

k
i
n
g 

o
f 

t

h

e
 

F
o
r
r
e
s
t
. 

I 

a
m 

t
h
e 

k
i
n
g 

o
f 

t

h

e
 

The Text Path tool is used in figures A, C, and D. To create the figures you must 
first draw an object, then click on the path along the edge of the object with the text 
path tool. The object will disappear, but you then will be able to type along the 
path. If you need to readjust the text position you can do so by grabbing the I bar at 
the front of the the text and move it along the path. See The I bar on figure C. You 
can even flip the text into the inside of the figure by pulling the I bar into the object 
with the selection tool.
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Figure H shows text being converted to outlines. First you must draw the 
letters and select them with the selection tool. Next you use the menu 
command Type/ Create Outlines. The figures F and G demonstrate the 
Text Area tool and the Text Area vertical tool. The figures and this 
paragraph were created with three easy steps: 1. Draw a shape. 2. Select 
the edge of the shape with one of the area tools. The shapes outline will 
disappear and you will then be able to type into the area. The Figure I 
demonstrates the text vertical tool. The left example is the original, the 
second has been resized with the select tool.

Use the above two pallets Located under the Window/ text menu item
to format the text, you can set the tabs with the tabs pallet on the right.


